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Art Unit: 2162 

DRAWINGS 

1 . This application has been filed with drawings that are considered informal; however, said 
drawings are acceptable for examination and publication purposes. The review process for 
drawings that are included with applications on filing has been modified in view of the new 
requirement to publish applications at eighteen months after the filing date of applications, or any 
priority date claimed under 35 U.S.C. §§119, 120, 121, or 365. 



CLAIM REJECTIONS — 35 U.S.C. §103(a) 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the 
invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 
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2. Independent claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker et al. 5,945,653 (08/31/1999) [US f/d: 06/1 6/1 997](herein referred to as " Walker "). 

As per claim 1 5 Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; 
FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 
52-65; col. 3 5 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651- 
67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 17, 11. 39-65) shows elements that suggest 
"A computerized system for implementing a credit card program rewarding use of a credit 
card by the credit card holder, comprising ... a credit card issued by an issuer to a holder, 
said credit card representing an available line of credit form said issuer for said holder and 
providing means of payment by said issuer for one or more purchase transactions of said 
holder ... a data-processing computer, said computer including a database, said database 
storing a holder ID and a current balance associated with said holder, said current balance 
including a sum of all said purchase transactions and any finance or other charges minus 
any payments by said holder to said issuer and any refunds or other credits ... a rebate 
tally for said holder stored in said database, said rebate tally including a portion of said 
sum of all said purchase transactions minus any rebate payments paid by said issuer to said 
holder . . . said computer further including means for determining whether a qualifying 
purchase transaction made by said holder complies with a set of pre-defined program 
rules; and ... a rebate payment for said qualifying purchase transaction from said issuer to 
said holder when said qualifying purchase transaction complies with said predefined 
program rules." 
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Walker lacks an explicit recitation of "said database storing a holder ID. . . ." It 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention that the "CARDHOLDER ACCOUNT NUMBER " disclosure of Walker (FIG. 
2; and FIG. 3) would have been selected in accordance with "said database storing a 
holder ID. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and process for 
establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The 
functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " 
(See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 2, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 2, even 
though Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 
7B; FIG. 7C; FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. Ml; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3 5 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 
40-51; col. 4 5 11. 45-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; 
col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
said rebate payment is the lesser of a portion of said qualifying purchase transaction and 
said rebate tally. . . ." were inherent, well known and expected in the art by one of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that a credit rebate system as claimed 
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in claim 1 would have incorporated: "said rebate payment is the lesser of a portion of 
said qualifying purchase transaction and said rebate tally. . . because such selection 
would have provided "a system and process for establishing and carrying out functions 
adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, 
special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . which provide benefits to 
credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 3 5 Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 3 5 even 
though Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 
7B; FIG. 7C; FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3 5 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 
40-51; col. 4, 11. 45-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; 
col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
said portion of said sum of all said purchase transactions is one of a fixed percentage of 
said sum of all said purchase transactions, a variable percentage of said sum of all said 
purchase transactions based on said sum of all said purchase transactions incurred in a 
fixed period of time and a variable percentage of said sum of all said purchase transactions 
based on a time of year. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card 
transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or 
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other custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and 
consumers, " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 4, Walker shows the system of claim 3. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 4, even 
though Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 
7B; FIG. 7C; FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 
40-51; col. 4, 11. 45-67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; 
col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
said fixed percentage of said sum of all said purchase transactions is between about 1 
percent and about 15 percent. . . ." because such selection would have provided (( a 
system and process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit 
card transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations 
. . . or other custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, 
merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 5, Walker shows the system of claim 3. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 5, even 
though Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 
7B; FIG. 7C; FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 
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40-51; col. 4, 11. 45-67; col. 5 5 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; 
col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein 
said fixed percentage of said sum of all said purchase transactions is about 5 percent. . . 
." because such selection would have provided "a system and process for establishing 
and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions can 
be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . 
which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker 
(col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 6, Walker shows the system of claim 3. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 6, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15,11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said fixed 
period of time is one month. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
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financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 7, Walker shows the system of claim 3. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 7, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3 5 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 1 1, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said time 
of year is the holiday season, . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 8, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 8, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
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67; col. 5 5 11. 1-15; col. 10 5 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 1 1, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
portion of said sum of all said purchase transactions is a fixed percentage of said portion of said 
sum of all said purchase transactions up to a maximum rebate incurred in a fixed period of 
time. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and process for establishing 
and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions can be 
discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . which provide 
benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 9, Walker shows the system of claim 8. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 9. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said fixed 
percentage is ab out 2 percent and said maximum rebate is about $500 and said fixed period of 
time is one year. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and process for 
establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions 
can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . which 
provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 
40-50)). 
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As per claim 10, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 10, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
purchase transactions include at least one of purchasing goods form a particular retailer, 
purchasing goods form any one of several retailers and purchasing goods form any one of several 
retailers at a particular location. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 1 1, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 11, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5,11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15,11.37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 
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"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
portion of said qualifying purchase transaction is one of a fixed amount and a percentage of said 
qualifying purchase transaction. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 12, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 12, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2 5 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
portion of said qualifying purchase transaction is a fixed percentage of said qualifying purchase 
transaction up to a maximum rebate. . . because such selection would have provided "a system 
and process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card 
transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other 
custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " 
(See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 
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As per claim 13, Walker shows the system of claim 1. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 13, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
rebate tally further includes a portion of at least one of case advances made to said holder from 
said issuer and transfers of credit balances of said holder to said current balance. . . ." because 
such selection would have provided "a system and process for establishing and carrying out 
functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, 
special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit 
card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 14, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 14, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 
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"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
qualifying purchase transaction includes purchasing or leasing a particular type of goods form any 
manufacturer of said type of goods. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system 
and process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card 
transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other 
custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " 
(See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 15, Walker shows the system of claim 1. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 15 5 even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3 5 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5,11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15,11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
qualifying purchase transaction is one of purchasing a new car, purchasing a used car, leasing a 
new car and leasing aq used car. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 
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As per claim 16, Walker shows the system of claim 15. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 16, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5, 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11, 11. 1-2; col. 15, 11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said pre- 
defined program rules include requiring said holder to provide a sales receipt and a change of title 
of said car to said issuer. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 1 7, Walker shows the system of claim 1 . 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 17, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5,11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15, 11.37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 
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"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "a second credit 
card issued by said issuer to a second holder; wherein said purchase transactions of said second 
holder are added to said rebate tally. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system 
and process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card 
transactions. The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other 
custom financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " 
(See Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

As per claim 18, Walker shows the system of claim 17. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 18, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4, 11. 45- 
67; col. 5,11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15,11. 37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein the 
relationship of said second holder ti said holder is at least one of a family member, a co-inhabitant 
and a co-employee. . . because such selection would have provided "a system and process for 
establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. The functions 
can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom financing . . . which 
provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See Walker (col. 3, 11. 
40-50)). 
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As per claim 19, Walker shows the system of claim 1. 

Walker lacks an explicit recitation of the elements and limitations of claim 19, even though 
Walker (the ABSTRACT; FIG. 1; FIG. 2; FIG. 3; FIG. 5; FIG. 6; FIG. 7A; FIG. 7B; FIG. 7C; 
FIG. 8A; FIG. 9; col. 1, 11. 1-41; col. 2, 11. 53-67; col. 3, 11. 52-65; col. 3, 11. 40-51; col. 4 5 11. 45- 
67; col. 5 5 11. 1-15; col. 10, 11. 5-21; col. 10, 11. 651-67; col. 11,11. 1-2; col. 15,11.37-50; and col. 
17, 11. 39-65) suggests same. 

"Official Notice" is taken that both the concept and the advantages of "wherein said 
rebate payment from said issuer to said holder comprises at least one of a check for said rebate 
payment forwarded to said holder form said issuer and a credit for said rebate payment to said 
current balance of said holder. . . ." because such selection would have provided "a system and 
process for establishing and carrying out functions adapted to affect credit card transactions. 
The functions can be discounts, rebates, special purchase operations . . . or other custom 
financing . . . which provide benefits to credit card issuers, merchants, and consumers. " (See 
Walker (col. 3, 11. 40-50)). 

Claim 20 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 1. 

Claim 21 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 2. 



Claim 22 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 3. 
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Claim 23 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 4. 
Claim 24 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 5. 
Claim 25 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 6. 
Claim 26 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 7. 
Claim 27 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 8. 
Claim 28 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 9. 
Claim 29 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 10. 
Claim 30 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 11. 
Claim 31 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 12. 
Claim 32 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 13. 
Claim 33 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 14. 
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Claim 34 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 15. 



Claim 35 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 16. 



Claim 36 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 17. 



Claim 37 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 18. 



Claim 30 is rejected for substantially the same reasons as claim 19. 



Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 
(703) 746-7239 or (703) 872-9314 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 
(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 
(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 



CONCLUSION 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 



Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 

Sixth floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park II 
2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



2121 Crystal Drive 



Arlington, Virginia. 



John L. Young 





Patent Examiner 



PRIMARY EXAMINER 



February 4, 2002 



